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nnie Christine Johnson Lind was a remarkable

P{\?Noman who lived in rural Burleigh County from
1887 until her death in 1945.1 She sought adventure,
endured tragedy, and always took pleasure in challeng-
ing the "establishment.” It was Annie who initiated a
move to Cuba in 1900 where the Lind family partici-
pated in the formation of an American colony. After
her return to North Dakota in 1902, she and her hus-
band John resumed farming and made plans
to begin mining the coal that underlay
their land near Wilton. Five years
later, just before the Lind Coal
Mine was ready to begin opera-
tion, tragedy intervened, and the
mine became Annie's sole
responsibility. She coura-
geously took on the challenge
of running a mine and a
family by herself. During that
time, Annie continued to
confront her powerful neigh-
bors, the Washburn Lignite
Coal Company and the North-
ern Pacific and Soo Line
Railroads.?

Annie Johnson was born in
* Varmland, Sweden, December 11,
1864. At the age of seventeen, she
immigrated with her parents to
Hastings, Minnesota, where she was
employed as a housekeeper by Judge Francis
Marion Crosby. While in the judge’s service, Annie
. took the opportunity to study the law books in his
office. From the pages of these books, Annie built a
fundamental knowledge of the law that proved valuable
in later years.3

On July 22, 1887, Annie became a citizen of the
United States and moved again with her parents, this
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time to north-central Dakota Territory, where they
settled in Grass Lake Township in what is now Burleigh
County.4 Annie filed a claim on a homestead in her
own name on June 6, 1889.5 Two weeks later, on June
21, she married John A. Lind in nearby Washburn.
John Lind was an immigrant from Sweden, born in
Uldevalla in 1852. While in Sweden, he worked for
Lindholmens Manufacturing Company in Goteborg as a
machinist. In 1880 John and his brother,
Charles, immigrated to Altoona, Pennsyl-
vania, and worked for the Pennsylvania
Railroad. During this time, the
brothers changed their names from
Aspelin to Lind. In 1883 John
migrated to Dakota Territory to
establish a homestead. The
evening before he was to go to
the land office to select his
property, John overheard two
men speaking in Swedish,
discussing the merits of avail-
able land. One of the men
considered two quarter-sections
to be the best: one had a spring
on it, and the other looked like
the entire area was tillable. Early
the next morning John hurried to
the land office and selected the
quarter-section with the spring.® It was
the northeast quarter of Section 6 in
Ecklund Township where he settled and
became known for his skill at blacksmithing.”
Between the years 1889 and 1898, Annie and John
Lind had six children: Antoinette, born in 1890, John
in 1891, the twins, Alfred and Charles in 1893, Anne in
1896, and Agnes in 1898. When the youngest child,
Agnes, was not quite two years old, the Lind family
embarked on an unlikely adventure.



The Cuban Adventure

t the same time the immigrant stream coming from

Europe to North Dakota was expanding, some
residents of North Dakota were busy seeking economic
opportunities elsewhere. With the defeat of Spain in
the Spanish-American War, there was considerable
American interest in capital investments in Cuba,
Mexico, and Latin America. One historian described
the Cuban opportunities in particular and pointed out
the unscrupulous tactics of the land companies who
hoped to lure colonists to Cuba. He noted:

. . . the greatest activity and enterprise was
shown by real estate companies which secured
options here and there, circularized farming
areas of the United States with glowing litera-
ture, and conducted parties of home seekers to
the particular jungles where they proposed to
grow oranges and bananas.®

Among Annie Lind's papers was a booklet ad-
dressed to Mrs. John Lind, Wilton, North Dakota,
published by the Cuban Land and Steamship Company:
What the camera saw in "La Gloria.” Since the document
is not dated, it is impossible to determine whether this
pamphlet might have been the catalyst that led Annie to
arrange for passage to Cuba or if she received it after
returning to North Dakota. In any case, it is representa-
tive of the kinds of literature that were intended to
persuade.

The brochure described in glowing terms the
colony of La Gloria, the first American colony to be
established in the province of Puerto Principe, on the
northern coast of the island of Cuba. It read:

The following pages show La Gloria as it is
to-day, a typical American colony, the largest in
the Island of Cuba, nestling at the foot of the
Cubitas Mountains, swept by cooling trade
winds, having an abundance of pure drinking
water, with an elevation sufficient to ensure
good drainage, and soil that needs neither
fertilization nor irrigation. A delightful climate
that affords great relief and in many instances a
cure for all rheumatic, bronchial and catarrhal
affections.

Amid such surroundings life proves pleasant
and profitable: and a few American dollars
combined with American enterprise and
determination, will enable a man in a few years
to provide for a life income. . .

La Gloria has: A fine school, Three

John A. Lind,
1883.

On opposite
page: Annie C.
Johnson in 1887
before she
married John
Lind. All
photographs in
this article are
courtesy of John
and Bill Lind,
Bismarck, North
Dakota, unless
otherwise noted.

churches, Money order post-office, Grocery
stores, Shoe store, Dry goods store, Hardware
store, Barber shop, Blacksmith shop, Tailoring
establishment, Bi-monthly newspaper, Job
printing office, Saw mill, Cabinet shop. To
which will be added in the near future numer-
ous commercial and mercantile enterprises.?

Pictures and additional text portrayed an already
established and thriving community. If it was not this
specific piece of literature that persuaded the Linds to
embark on their Cuban adventure, something or
someone convinced them Cuba offered economic
opportunities of such magnitude that it was worth the
risk to move themselves and their six children to the
island colony. Family stories indicate it was Annie,
rather than John, who initiated this investment. The
specific circumstances that led to her interest in Cuban
settlement remain a mystery.10

On December 22, 1899, an article in the Wilton
News reported that the entire Lind family intended to
board a steamer in New York on January 13, 1900,
bound for La Gloria, in the province of Puerto Principe
(Camaguey), Cuba. There was some indication that
John had misgivings about their decision. The paper
noted:

When interrogated as to whether or not he had
sold his farm, he stated that he had rented it to
his brother-in- law for a period of two years as
he was sufficiently provided for, in case Cuba
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Certificate for ten shares of capital stock of the Cuban
Land and Steamship Company, issued to Anna C. Lind,
July 24, 1900. Map of Cuba showing La Gloria and
Nuevitas by Brian R. Austin.

did not suit him, to return and again take up his
residence in a country in which he know he
could thrive at all times and under any circum-
stances.11

Historical examination of the American colonies in
Cuba has been limited.12 There is evidence, however,
of a renewed interest, with the recent publication of
two articles on the Swedish-American settlement of
Bayate, Cuba, established in 1904 by Alfred Lind (no
relation to John Lind).13 Two sources give detailed
information on the colony of La Gloria. A retrospective
view of the colony comes from The Last American by
Enrique Cirules, based on interviews he conducted in
Cuba in 1970-71 with Willie Stokes. As a one-year-old
child, Stokes moved with his parents to La Gloria in
July of 1900 and lived there his entire life; he was
described as the last American resident of the colony.14
Pioneering in Cuba: A Narrative of the Settlement of La
Gloria, The First American Colony in Cuba, and the Early
Experiences of the Pioneers by James M. Adams, pub-
lished in 1901, chronicles the first six months in the life
of the colony: Adams accompanied the first group of
colonist to La Gloria and remained there, probably at
the request of the Cuban Land and Steamship Com-
pany, to report on the development of the community.1®

According to Adams, colonists arriving at La Gloria
in early 1900 came in three waves, all sailing from New
York aboard the steamer Yarmouth.1® The Yarmouth
was described by the New-York Daily Tribune as "the
first of three splendid steamships comprising the fleet
of the Cuban Land and Steamship Company, which will
make bimonthly trips between this port and Nuevitas,
Cuba."17?



The first contingent arrived in Nuevitas on January
4, 1900, where they learned, " . . the town of La Gloria
was as yet only a town in name, the foundation of its
first building, the hotel, having just been laid. The
lumber for the structure lay on the docks at
Nuevitas."18 Since it would take another four days by
ship to reach La Gloria, some forty miles to the west,
the passengers spent a night of discomfort in Nuevitas
before continuing. Adams remarked, "I slept, at inter-
vals, on the lumber designed for the hotel at La Gloria.
Often had I slept in hotels, but this was my first experi-
ence sleeping on one."19

Once the ship landed at the "port” of La Gloria, it
was still a four-mile trek overland to the “city” of La
Gloria, a trail Adams described as: . . . one of the most
wretched ever followed by a human being . . ."20 He
went on to elaborate the discrepancies in the colonists'’
expectations and the realities they faced, due largely to
misrepresentation and disorganization on the part of the
land development companies. He wrote:

We were in need of almost everything to
furnish our tents or to begin agricultural opera-
tions. There was, to be sure, the "commissary,”
where the company had confidently assured us
in its advertising literature "every necessary
article from a plough to a knitting needle would
be on sale; at the most reasonable prices.” As a
matter of fact, the commissary was almost as
bare as the famous cupboard of old Mother
Hubbard. . . .

The chief of the immediate problems which
confronted the colonists and the officers of the
company was the allotment of the land. . . . The
colonists had contracted for it in small holdings,
varying from a town lot, 25 x 100 feet in size, to
a forty-acre tract. . . . According to the terms of
the contracts, he did not purchase the land at
all, but bought stock in a cooperative company
and the land was a gift to him. . .. At the
company's headquarters in New York, no plan
of subdivision had been formulated further
than a general promise in advertising circulars
to allot the land in order of the numbers of the
contracts. . . . Of the four or five thousand
persons who had invested up to that time less
than three hundred were at La Gloria, and
there was not in Cuba even a list of the people
who had made contracts with the company. . .21

¢ Lind family arrived with the second group of
colonists around January 20. Adams recorded,

"Among the new arrivals -were quite a number of
women and children.”22 He makes one specific refer-
ence to Annie (Mrs. John Lind) in a section of his
volume devoted to listing the names of several colonists
serving as officers in the newly formed organizations of
La Gloria. She was an officer of the Cemetery Associa-
tion.23

Stories Annie told her grandchildren corroborate
Adams's narrative and reaffirm the exploitative prac-
tices of the land companies. Upon the family's arrival
in New York, Annie was told the fee for their passage to
Cuba had been raised, but steamship officials had not
counted on Annie’'s cunning. Before embarking on
their journey, Annie had taken care to sew large pockets
in her skirt. Here she kept the family’s valuables,
including the letter she had been sent, which quoted
passage to Cuba for the whole family at $100. En route
to Cuba someone entered the Linds' stateroom. Annie
suspected the intruder of searching for the letter in
order to destroy the evidence of the earlier quoted price
for passage, thereby forcing the Linds to pay the higher
price. The letter, safely in Annie's pocket, was still
there at the end of the voyage requiring the company to
accept the $100 as payment in full.24

When they reached their first stop in Cuba, the port
of Nuevitas, the Linds had to wait before proceeding
inland to La Gloria. Instead of taking a ship on the
outside water route as did Adams, the Lind family took
an inland route. Annie and her children told of a boat
that had to be poled and of having to walk part of the
way. After the boat ride, the Linds climbed into ox
carts for the rest of the journey. In places, jungle plants
had to be chopped down to make way for the carts.
Finally after the exhausting journey, the ’city” of La
Gloria appeared. As Annie remembered, it was "just
people and tents."25

In these crude circumstances, the Linds and their
six children set up housekeeping, eventually building "a
home with a wooden floor.” The home doubled as a
café and Annie became known for her excellent meals
and fresh bread. Insects were a constant problem.
Annie related her solution to insect-free meals. She put
the table legs in cans of kerosene to keep the bugs from
reaching the food. 26

The set of Cuban documents, which Annie kept
throughout her life, is not complete but from the
available documents, it seems the extent of the Lind
investments was limited. John's initial investment on
April 28, 1899, before the colony was established, was a
contract for sale of twenty shares of capital stock in
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"The American Colony of the Company” which referred
to a deed for "5 acres of land” for the sum of $90.
Additional investments included a contract for sale,
dated March 7, 1900, for two lots for $50; a deed dated
March 5, 1901, for a plantation lot for the sum of $50;
and an agreement dated September 6, 1901, for six
town lots at $150. Available records show John Lind's
investments in the Cuban Land and Steamship Com-
pany totaled $340.27

Annie's records show a contract for sale, dated
March 7, 1900, for ten shares of capital stock in The
Cuban Land and Steamship Company for two town lots
at $50; a contract for sale for ten shares of capital stock
in The Cuban Land and Steamship Company, dated
March 31, 1900, for two town lots at $50; and a con-
tract for sale of land with The Cuban Colonization
Company for two business lots in the city of Columbia,
a community near La Gloria, for $40. Records of
Annie's investments totaled $140 for six lots. There
were no deeds in Annie's name and some of her con-
tracts of sale of stock were later assigned to John
Lind.28

Many colonists, facing the unexpected rigors
demanded by the primitive conditions found in La
Gloria, returned home immediately. Annie, John, and
their children were among those who saw the rugged
journey to its end and elected to stay at least for awhile.
Annie was apparently more committed to the venture
than was her husband, who stayed for about a year and
then returned to their North Dakota farm. Annie and
the children remained in La Gloria for almost two
years.

Excerpts from a letter Annie wrote to John in April
1901, after his return to the United States, document
her continuing efforts to develop the land by planting
grapes and her reluctance to leave Cuba, although she
seemed willing to let John make the final decision:

... I'haven't seen any of the grape roots. If you
sent them to Florida it is possible that they
were sent by express to Nuevitas and so they'll
have to sit there until someone calls for them. ..
If you want us to come next spring it would
be best if you let us know right away so that we
can come there and plant and plow. I think it
would be better for us to stay where we are for
the time being, but you are to decide so that
you are satisfied. We have been promised a
school for next Fall but I can't guarantee we'll
get it. It'll soon be 11:00 o'clock so I'll close.
Nettie sends thanks for the money and every-
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one sends greetings to papa.
Your Anna2®

Annie's reference to the promise of a school is
another indication of the lack of expected facilities in
La Gloria. Ultimately, Annie herself must have begun
to doubt the wisdom of continuing the effort. A letter
from Cuba dated November 14, 1902, acknowledging
receipt of final payment for two lots in Columbia, was
sent to Annie at her Wilton, North Dakota, address,
establishing that Annie and the children were back on
the farm with John by that time.30 Since this letter
indicated Annie had completed payments for the lots
and was inquiring about getting a deed in her name,
she must still have held out hope of an economic pay-
off.

The money the Linds invested in their Cuban
enterprise represented, for them, a substantial sum,
particularly when considering the costs involved in
traveling to and establishing residence in Cuba. How-
ever, the consequences of their investments, personally
and to the state of North Dakota, were minor when
compared to the experiences of William Lemke, a
prominent North Dakota politician who held state
offices and served in Congress. Lemke was the princi-
pal stockholder and director of the Land Finance
Company, who, along with 187 other people, most of
whom were also residents of North Dakota, invested
about $250,000 between 1907 and 1911 in land in
Mexico. Historian James Vivian describes the dissolu-
tion of the company in 1975 as a "pathetic epilog in the
story of a business venture that irritated and intermit-
tently jolted North Dakota's affairs for at least fifty
years."31

Although Annie’s adventure in Cuba lasted only a
short time compared to Lemke's and did not involve
large sums of money nor did it attract statewide atten-
tion, the two investors had some things in common.
Both were drawn into risky speculation and maintained
a staunch optimism that did not easily wane even when
the operations were failing.

It is important to note that, after returning to North
Dakota, Annie took great pains to establish her right to
the lots in Columbia, Cuba, by attempting to obtain
official deeds confirming her contracts for sale. She
apparently worked through two lawyers to achieve this
end. A letter from W. D. Pierce dated November 17,
1902, not only acknowledges the completion of her
payments for the two lots in Columbia, Cuba, but gives
detailed instructions on how she might obtain official
deeds.32



Another letter, dated May 10, 1905, revealed she
was still trying to obtain deeds made out in her name.
Her attorney, Dan W. Clifton, advised her, as did the
first lawyer, of the complicated process necessary to get
official deeds. He wrote:

I also find, that a Married Woman can not hold,
or have a Deed made out in their name, only
with the written consent of the Husband. This
must also be in Spanish and take the same
course as the Power of Atorney or to avoid that,
you can have the Deed made out in both your
own, and Husbands names and then sign power
of atorney by both and have deed made in
name of both your Husband and yourself in
Spanish. . . . This is a lot of red tape but never
the less it has to be complied with and I would
only be to willing to attend to it for you. . . I
would also offer you a piece of advice and that
is to sell those lots at Columbia the very first
opertunity you had. As I am very much affraid
they will never amount to much as there is at
present not more than 25 persons living there
now and not one but would gladly sell even at a
loss to get rid of their property. I don't want to
discourage you but as a friend I think best to
tell you my opinion. La Gloria is dull enough
but Columbia is worse. I will try and send you
some money soon if only part, will have about
100 oranges this year if nothing happens to
them. Had to build a new shed as my old one
was made of palms and I was affraid of lice.33

Since Annie's papers include deeds made out to
John Lind but only contracts for sale of stock and
receipts of payments for Annie, it seems likely that she
was unsuccessful in obtaining official deeds to the
property in Cuba. Her persistence indicates it was
important to her to make the attempt.34 Given her
interest in the Cuban opportunity, Clifton's remarks
about getting rid of the lots in Columbia must have
been disheartening, forcing Annie to consider the
futility of continuing the Cuban investments. Records
show no additional investments or correspondence after
the receipt of Clifton's letter in 1905.35

In spite of her recognition that the Cuban invest-
ments were probably a dismal failure, Annie must have
continued to harbor optimistic thoughts. She took care
to keep the Cuban deeds and documents related to
these investments in a small safe in her home. In later
years when her house burned to the ground, the safe

and its contents survived, pulled from the ashes of the
foundation. Annie kept them until her death on March
13, 1945, at the age of eighty years.36

The Lind Family Coal Mine

Ithough the Linds' Cuban adventure would have to

be considered a financial failure, Annie's life on the
farm near Wilton would further test her grit and
optimism. Their land was located north of Bismarck in
the heart of rich coal deposits. Many families and
landowners around that time were beginning to operate
small commercial coal enterprises. Larger mines, such
as the Wilton Mine, were also under development.

The Washburn Lignite Coal Company was founded
in 1900, the same year the Linds left for Cuba. General
W. D. Washburn bought 100,000 acres of railroad land
in the Wilton area and broke ground for Wilton Mine
#1 on land just west of Annie and John's home place.3”
An official report noted:

Within sixty days, the main entry was in about
600 feet with 150 feet of room. The mine is
lighted by electricity. . . . The mine is now
turning out 100 tons of coal per day, and by the
close of the present year the proprietors expect
to remove 400 tons per day . . . a day and night
force are employed seven days a week. . .. 38

When Annie returned to Wilton from Cuba in 1902,
Mine #1 was in full production. Anticipating further
expansion of mining in the area, the Minneapolis-Saint
Paul and Sault Saint Marie Railway (Soo Line) pur-
chased a 100-foot right- of-way from the Linds in
1903.39

A majority of the underground mines developed in
North Dakota in the early 1900s were small enterprises,
owned and operated by families. In 1910, 103 mines
were listed in the Report of the State Engineer. Forty-
five of the mines were listed as having as few as one,
two, or three employees, all producing less tonnage
than the Lind Mine. Fifty-two were listed as having
from four to eighteen men. Larger enterprises, with
work forces ranging from twenty- two to one hundred,
included the Noonan Coal Mine, the Scranton Coal
Mine, the Smith Dry Coal Mine, the Zenith Coal Mine,
and the Lehigh Coal Mine. The largest mine, Wilton
Coal Mine #1, owned by the Washburn Lignite Coal
Company, was in a class by itself. In 1910 the Wilton
Mine already employed 200 men and produced a daily
average output of 400 tons.*? The Wilton-Washburn
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enterprise led the field of coal development in North
Dakota during the decades of 1900-1920.41

The success of the Wilton Mine, along with that of
small family enterprises, probably encouraged the
Linds to develop their own mine. In 1906 John Lind
excavated an incline tunnel to the coal deposits on their
land, looking forward to expanding the operation and
opening a mine for commercial trade, but he would not
live to see the official opening. On the evening of May
10, 1907, John went to the mine to do some work. The
tragedy that unfolded was reported in the Wilton News
some two weeks later:

Another mine catastrophe occurred here when
John Lind and his son and daughter lost their
lives from suffocation in a mine on their farm.
Lind had a private mine from which he sup-
plied his home with fuel. It is reached by an
incline of 400 feet, the bottom of the shaft being
sixty feet below the surface. Lind had been
working on the shaft preparatory to operating
it, but had not provided an air shaft. At night
when he went to the mine to do some work and
later his wife sent their son, 16 years old, into
the mine for help. The son not returning, the
mother sent a 10-year-old daughter to ascertain
what delayed the boy. Neither returning, the
mother herself went in search of the family.

She entered the mine about half way when the
light of her lantern was extinguished and she
was compelled to return by the fumes of
escaping gases. She enlisted the help of neigh-
bors and a doctor of Wilton and it was discov-

ered that the father, son and daughter had been
overcome and were dead . . .42

A 1909-1910 report of the state engineer indicates
there was an ignorance about mine safety, as the deaths
in the Lind Mine evidence. The report noted, ”. . . Due
to the entire absence of explosive gases which necessi-
tates an abundant supply of good air, ventilation is
sometimes neglected and the air furnished is not
sufficient. Although this condition imposes no danger
it sometimes reduces the efficiency of the miners. . ."43

At age forty-two, Annie was a widow with four
remaining children: Antoinette, almost seventeen, the
twins Alfred and Charles about fourteen, and eight-
year-old Agnes. In spite of this tragic event, Annie
continued with the plans to develop the mine commer-
cially. She officially opened the Lind Coal Mine several
months after the deaths of her husband and their
children, John and Anne. At first, Annie leased the
mine to a nephew, then for a few years to non-relatives
and in 1919 her son, Alfred, took over as superinten-
dent. Throughout this period, Annie lived close by,
retained ownership, and continued to oversee the
operations of the mine. The Lind mining operation
lasted until 1936.44

Over the years, North Dakota state engineers’
reports provided descriptions of the Lind mine:

The Lind mine is owned and ably operated by
Mrs. A. C. Lind. It is located about two miles
east of Wilton, and on a twelve-foot bed of
lignite of which about seven feet is mined.
There is about fifty feet of overburden, and the

for development purposes.

The Coal Mine With the Largest Output in
North Dakota

The Washburn Lignite Coal Company’s plant at Wilton, North Dakota, is considered to be the large
the State, and only shows what can be done by a mining company in North Dakota if sufficient capits

Advertisement for the Washburn
Lignite Coal Company, from a special
Business Bulletin devoted to the coal
industry, published by the Minot
Association of Commerce, dated
January 15, 1918.

coal mine in
is available
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coal is delivered through a slope, being hauled
up by a team at the surface. Tamarack props
are used in the rooms, no timbering is done in
the entrees, and little system is adopted in the
plan of work, but the mine appeared safe, and
was well ventilated by a furnace and air shaft
on December 20, 1909.45

The report from 1913-1914 added:

The powder is bought in 200-pound lots and
stored in the mine. Shot firing is done at noon
and in the evening. A tipple which permits the
direct loading of cars into wagons and sleighs
has been built. Fair ventilation is secured by
means of an air shaft.

The mine was listed as having six mine cars with a
capacity of 1,000 pounds each.46

A 1926 report further described the operation of the
"small wooden tipple,” in which the coal was delivered
to it "by a cable hoist pulled by a team of horses.” Also
noted in that report was a fire burning in the old
section of the mine "for a considerable time, concrete
brattices have been erected, sealing off the fire area.
No trouble is encountered from the fire as it is thor-
oughly sealed off."47

The Lind Mine remained a small operation, with a
workforce of only a few men. Over the course of its
operation, the number of employees during the winter
season ranged from a low of three men in 1916 to a
high of nine men in 1933.48 It was common for Annie
to board at least two miners and she cooked meals

o \ & ; i /
b A

The opening of the
Lind mine in
1907, showing
the incline
shaft on the
far left.

regularly for miners and haulers.*? Peak production of
the Lind Mine, more than 4,000 tons, occurred in the
years 1917, 1920, 1921, and 1935. Between 1909 and
1936, the mine produced 78,048 tons of coal, mostly for
local trade. The price per ton was $1.50 in 1909, hitting
a high of $2.46 in 1925 and declining to $1.47 in 1936,
the last year the mine was in operation.”0

In April 1915, for some unknown reason, Annie
decided to change residences. She contracted with a
Wilton builder, John Skei, to construct a small home on
her land in Grass Lake Township, less than a mile from
her home place in Ecklund Township. For $860 the
contractor agreed “to furnish all materials for and erect
a frame house 20 x 24 - 12 ft. post. Barn 14 x 34 - 8 ft.
post with shed roof. Toilet 4 x 4 - 6 ft. post, according
to plans and specifications. . . ." Annie provided him
with a down payment of $560 in June 1915.51 By 1916
she was comfortably settled in her new home. She was
in sight of the old home place and could still keep a
careful eye on the continuing development of her
powerful neighbor, the Washburn-Wilton enterprise.52

As Annie was settling in to her new home, Wilton
Mine #1, west of the Lind Mine, began to play out and
the Washburn Lignite Coal Company stepped up the
development of Mine #2 located east of the Lind Mine.
This effort required the construction of a railroad spur of
the Soo Line which connected Mine #1 and Mine #2 on
the easement purchased in 1903. A special miners' train
began operation in 1917, transporting miners from their
homes in Wilton to Wilton Mine #2.53 Mine #1 was
already connected to the main Soo Line west of the mine
where the railroad went north from Bismarck to Wilton.
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All six of the Lind children, photographed in 1907,
before the mine accident. Left to right, front:

Anne and Agnes. Back: Antoinette, John, :
Alfred, and Charles.

Gravestone
marking the burial site

Courtesy of the author.

John.

Operations at Mine #2 soon surpassed that of Mine
#1. The map on the next page shows the location of the
tipple for Mine #2 just across the road from Annie's
home place. The underground excavations of Mine #2
extended under most of Section 5 and across the section
line into Section 6 just south of Annie's boundary line.
In fact, the mines were so close in Section 6 that the
Lind miners on one occasion accidently "holed into the
Washburn mine.”>* Before Mine #2 closed in 1930,
there were also underground tunnels extending south in
Section 8.

In 1922, due to the rapid growth of Mine #2,
Washburn negotiated with Annie to purchase another
right-of-way, this time running north from Mine #2
across a quarter of Section 32 and connecting with the
Northern Pacific Railroad which crossed both quarter-
sections of Annie's land.5® By 1926 several brick
buildings had been constructed near the tipple area of
Mine #2 and included "a power plant, office, store
room, blacksmith shop, bathroom with showers, fan
building and powder magazine.”>® Several small homes
were brought in for miners just across the road from
Annie's place.5” She was surrounded by coal mines
and railroads.

In 1928 the Washburn family sold the mines to
Otter Tail Power Company of Fergus Falls, Minnesota,
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of Annie’s husband, John Lind,
and their two children, Anne and

and in March of 1930, the Washburn-Wilton property
was leased to the Truax-Traer Company of Minot,
marking an end to an era. Underground mining gave
way to new operations which converted to large-scale
strip mining.58

Annie was not intimidated by her successful and
more powerful neighbors. Her grandsons, Bill and John
Lind, vividly recounted Annie's enthusiasm as she
remembered her "troubles” with Washburn and the
railroads. Annie relished telling stories about defending
her rights. These accounts reflect her satisfaction with
attempts to resist intimidation and an eagerness to take
on her adversaries, even in court.>9

In the court records located for this article, Annie

was always the plaintiff, initiating the action. Her own
accounts portrayed herself as triumphant, but documents
indicate that she did lose some of her confrontations.
Unfortunately, transcripts of the cases that ended up in
court have been destroyed, so the legal arguments and
the colorful personal testimony that may have been
recorded cannot be reviewed. From the sources avail-
able, it would seem that Annie initiated several actions
related to her railway right-of-way agreements.

In 1904 Annie requested and was granted a private
crossing over the Soo Line right-of-way in Section 6.60
A warranty deed, bearing her signature and dated



February 7, 1910, granted a right-of-way in Section 32
to the Northern Pacific Railway Corporation but delin-
eated conditions to be met by the railroad concerning

water rights:

.. . that said Northern Pacific Railway Com-
pany as a part of the consideration and agree-
ment now on file in the County Court and
heretofore referred to as a part of this inden-
ture, shall build a substantial culvert on South-
west Quarter of Southwest Quarter . . . of said
section thirty-two (32) for water to flow under
from spring and that said Railway Company
shall not use any of said water.61

A judgment recorded in 1911 dismissed Annie's com-
plaint, which claimed the right-of-way in Section 6 had
been abandoned, and required her to pay the court
costs of $27.70.62

In July 1932 Annie made another attempt to regain
this property but was again denied. The court's judg-
ment noted, "That the Plaintiff, Annie C. Lind, be and
she is hereby forever enjoined, and restrained from
asserting any right, or interest in or to said premises, or
lien or incumbrance thereon or from asserting any
rights to any roadway or crossing over or across the
above described real estate.” This time Annie had to
pay $71.10.63

A reasonable explanation of these lawsuits is that in
1911, before Mine #2 had been developed, Annie tried

to regain her rights to the 100-foot strip just north of
her home place, thinking no development was going to
occur. After Mine #2 closed in 1930, she made another
attempt, but the railroad would not yet relinquish the
land. It is probable that there were a number of
disagreements regarding the right- of-way easements
with the Soo Line and Northern Pacific that the parties
settled informally.

A mystery surrounds another case in which Annie,
as the plaintiff, established her right to the two quarter-
sections of land that had been hers since the death of
her husband. The defendant was John Albert Johnson,
who apparently leased the Lind Mine and was superin-
tendent from about 1916 to 1918.64 At the trial, Annie
testified in her own behalf. Others called to support
her statements included her son, Alfred Lind, a
nephew, Axel Hedburg, and friends and neighbors T. R.
Atkinson, John Ecklund, and C. E. Carlson. Johnson
testified in his own behalf with no supporting state-
ments. On June 3, 1918, the jury declared, "We the
jury in the above entitled action find in favor of the
plaintiff and against the defendant . . ."%5 Since family
members do not remember Annie mentioning this
confrontation, one can only speculate that Johnson felt
he could intimidate Annie, a widow, to relinquish her
land. In any case, no one else supported his claim and
the court confirmed Annie’s ownership. Annie's two
quarter-sections of land remain in the family, currently
owned by four of her grandsons.

Throughout her years, Annie continued to apply the

Map showing the location of Annie Lind's home property in relation to Mines

#1 and #2 of the Washburn Lignite Coal Company, the Minneapolis-Saint
Paul and Sault Saint Marie Railway, and
the Northern Pacific Railroad.
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Annie Lind's home place (to the left), with her house facing
the tipple of Mine #2 (center) of the Washburn Lignite Coal
Company across the road to the northeast. Middle: A front
view of the house, which faces east. Bottom: Annie Lind
and her four surviving children, about 1920. Left to right:
Agnes, Charles, Annie, Alfred, and Antoinette.
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savvy she had begun to acquire so many years previ-
ously in the Hastings, Minnesota, office of Judge
Crosby. On a shelf in her home, she kept and fre-
quently referred to a set of reference law books which
she eventually passed on to her son Alfred.66

In November of 1919 during a fuel crisis, the
governor of North Dakota, Lynn Frazier, issued an
executive proclamation announcing the seizure of
thirty-four unionized mines under martial law provi-
sions.57 The seizure was short lived but as a result of
negotiations with the national United Mine Workers,
miners were to be granted an increase in pay. Annie's
grandsons remember her telling of receiving a letter
stating that if she didn't comply with new regulations
she would go to jail and have to pay a $50 fine. Her
reasoning at the time was, "I've worked hard, guess I
could write a letter saying I am not going to comply. As
far as going to jail I guess it would be kind of nice to
have the county take care of me for awhile.” She wrote
a protest letter but she received no answer, nor did she
go to jail. Asto why the matter was dropped, Annie's
response was, "Well, that lawyer would be the same
one I beat on the water rights."68

Forever an Optimist
On June 2, 1939, Annie's home in Grass Lake Town-
ship was struck by lightning and burned to the
ground. Miners working nearby saw the strike and
were responsible for saving most of her furniture. As
the house burned, Annie saw John Skei, the man who
had built the house, in the crowd. Annie was not one
to waste time with regrets, and, on the spot, she gave
him a down payment of $100 to construct a new home.
She later changed her mind when family and friends



convinced her to buy a home in the nearby town of
Wilton instead.

Annie's grandsons remember her as a "no-nonsense
person,” outspoken, and keenly interested in world
affairs. She read the newspaper every day and was
always ready to discuss politics but had little time for
"gossip.” She was an avid supporter of a proposal for
the establishment of an international language called
Esperanto. During World War II, Annie foresaw
political complications resulting from the United States’
cooperation with the U.S.S.R. and warned, "The way
they persecute their people, they will soon be our
enemies.” Annie had a reputation for being well-
organized, and every afternoon she set aside time to
read a little and take a short nap.

Annie was a member of the Sunne Lutheran
Church and all of her children were confirmed in the
faith. She attended services regularly until her hearing
failed. After Annie's attendance dropped off, the
minister came to call, probably concerned one of his
flock might be straying. His concern was heightened
when he noticed a copy of the Koran on Annie's shelf
along side the law books. He need not have worried
about her leaving the Lutheran fold. Annie's library

merely reflected her eclectic mind. According to the _—— . -

family stories, the minister proceeded to lecture Annie Annie Lind, on the porch of her house in Wilton, North
Dakota, in the early 1940s.

Map of Wilton Mine and the under-
ground mine workings, dated December
1944, showing the property line, the
worked-out Wilton Mines #1 & 2, and
the active operations.

Inset: Coal car pulled by a mule; the
photograph was probably taken in the

TRUAX-TRAER LIGNITE COAL CO.
| WILTON PIIUNE

| BURLEIGH COUNTY N.DAK.
|

SCALE 27 = 1 MILE

ST - i { p RY €@ - b
vicinity of Wilton Mine #2. /X mW 63 33
;;y,tg/ & % T E \f‘i,

JRSAIR Gk A LicKiIT

B FCO. MriwE e
2 WORKELD QT AN
Ry i AL TN
R Rl s O A S

O
560, Al iifers

A\ FROPERTY LINC 3 7 3

57 r it
) Er % Y
. b
PR A
Vv F‘(A
'(}‘Q‘ ) (z'w ‘gos
SN
L
: (A
3 ;
N 1
; A
‘ . N
; /& /9 10
R78 w \gyy  w e e e[S

Volume 67, Number 2 13

cited in endnote 57.



about how good the Lord had been to her. In her own
indomitable and challenging style, Annie offered her
own interpretation of the situation by telling him an old
joke: "A man who had cultivated a large, beautiful, and
bountiful garden was visited by his minister. The
minister proceeded to tell him to thank the Lord for his
garden. The man replied, 'You should have seen this
place when the Lord had it all to himself!""

Stories, documents, and related accounts all con-
firm Annie was an incurable optimist. She left a legacy
of coal, Cuba, and courage; among the first to take on a
risky adventure, fight for her rights, or put the minister
in his place. Throughout her life, in spite of failure and
tragedy, Annie maintained her undaunted spirit and went
out of her way to seek adventure and confrontation.

H. Elaine Lindgren is a professor of sociology
at North Dakota State University in Fargo,
North Dakota. She is the author of several
articles and the book, Land in Her Own Name:
Women as Homesteaders in North Dakota (1991;
paperback edition, Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1996).
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